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Hope Dunne has carved out a name for herself as a top photographer, known the joys of marriage

and motherhood and the heartbreak of loss. In her chic SoHo loft, Hope is content with her life,

finding serenity and beauty through the lens of her camera. She isnâ€™t looking for a man or

excitement. But these things find her when she accepts a last-minute assignment to fly to London at

Christmas and photograph one of the worldâ€™s most celebrated writers â€“ an Irish-American

author known for novels of thrilling literary darkness. To Hopeâ€™s surprise, Finn Oâ€™Neill exudes

warmth and a boyish charm. Enormously successful, he is a perfect counterpoint to Hopeâ€™s

quiet, steady grace â€“ and heâ€™s taken instantly by her. He courts her as no one ever has before,

whisking her away to his palatial, isolated Irish estate. Hope finds it all, and him, irresistible. But

soon cracks begin to appear in his stories: gaps in his history, lies and bouts of jealousy unnerve

her. Suddenly Hope is both in love and suspicious, caring and deeply in doubt, and ultimately

frightened of the man she loves. Alone, thousands of miles from home, her mind is reeling. Is it

possible that this adoring, attentive man â€“ like the characters in his novels â€“ is hiding something

even worse? The spell cast by a brilliant sociopath has her trapped in his web, too confused and

dazzled to escape, as he continues to tighten his grip on her.
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I've read and/or listened to many Danielle Steele books over the years. I take her stories in spells -

sometimes stepping away from them for years, then returning to them again. Let's be honest,

they're fairly predictable. You know they'll either take place in San Francisco, France, New York or



London. That never changes. You know it will be a happy ending. But at least you can relate to and

become interested in the characters in her novels. Many times I've thoroughly enjoyed her books

from beginning to end but this one was the worst. As a side note, if you listen to books on CD

regularly as I do, you come to appreciate the phenomenal readers that are out there for these books

on CD. Danielle tends to choose men to read her novels which is fine, but this one was HORRIBLE.

He sounded like a very old man which felt strange and awkward to me and he also used very little

emotion in his voice and read very slowly and monotone. I'm listening to another book on CD right

now and the reader is breathtakingly good. For those of us who rely on that, it's a gift when you get

it.The characters of Hope and Finn were just not believable at all. I know I didn't form any kind of

attachment at all to Hope or Finn which made this story even less believable. No woman would ever

stay with a man as long as she did. He showed signs of being a sociopath in the early part of the

book, then we had to endure waiting and waiting and waiting while Hope pondered, considered and

wondered what on earth she should do next. He would slam her against the wall and then she'd tell

him she loved him two hours later? I think not. There was no thread of a realistic human experience.

A reader wants to root for the character(s) but in this story, by the end, I didn't care what happened

to either of them.
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